TWO-HUNDREDTH 
ANNIVERSARY 

1745-1945 


ORGAN  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 


SALISBURY 


NORTH  CAROLINA 


The  Anniversary  Program 


Thursday,  August  9th,  8  p.  m. 

Organ  Church  and  Luther  anism  in  the  South 
Rev.  C  L.  Miller 


Friday,  August  10th,  8  p.  m. 

Organ  Church  and  Post -War  Evangelism 
Rev.  W.  T.  Nau 


Sunday,  August  12th,  10  a.  m. 

Organ  Church  and  Lutheran  Men 
Mr.  Z.  B.  Trexler 


Sunday,  August  12th,  11  a.  m. 

Organ  Church  and  Rural  Lutheranism 
Dr.  J.  L.  Morgan 


Picnic  Dinner  in  the  Grove 


Sunday,  August  12th,  1:30  p.  m. 

Organ  Church  and  Christian  Education 
Dr.  J.  L.  Yost 

o 

Greetings 


The  Spirit  of  Organ  Church 

Early  in  the  seventeenth  century,  descendants  of  the 
original  European  settlers  of  Pennsylvania  left  their  homes 
there  in  search  of  farm  lands  that  could  be  more  easily 
acquired,  and  where  they  could  better  provide  for  their 
families.  Being  an  agricultural  people,  they  avoided  the 
cities  and  towns,  and  being  a  God-fearing  people,  they 
felt  they  could  best  safe-guard  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
their  children  out  in  the  open  spaces  and  close  to  the 
soil.  Here  in  the  fertile  Piedmont  section  they  established 
their  homes  and  prospered  by  the  labor  of  their  hands. 

They  brought  with  them  their  Bibles,  Hymnals,  and 
Catechisms.  In  addition  to  their  family  devotions,  they 
came  together  with  other  families  for  worship,  with  a 
leader  who  read  a  sermon,  and  were  blessed  with  an  oc- 
casional visit  of  a  pastor  passing  through,  sometimes  Luth- 
eran and  sometimes  Reformed.  Thus  they  continued  until 
according  to  the  best  authority  available  they  organized 
themselves  into  a  congregation  in  1745. 

Shortly  they  constructed  a  church  of  hickory  logs  some 
seven  miles  from  the  present  location,  used  by  both  Luth- 
eran and  Reformed.  Later  they  built  another  log  church 
just  west  of  where  the  present  church  stands.  This  was 
larger,  but  not  large  enough,  and  it  is  pretty  well  estab- 
lished that  a  third  was  soon  built,  and  the  second  was 
continued  as  a  school-house.  In  1794  the  present  church 
of  massive  stone  was  built  with  commodious  galleries, 
European  style  gobular  pulpit  and  sounding  board. 


In  the  year  1906,  the  roof  of  this  last  church  was  raised, 
and  the  massive  tower  with  belfry  was  attached.  In  1927, 
near  but  not  joined  to,  was  built  a  modern  educational 
building.  The  first  home  for  the  pastor  of  which  there  is 
record,  was  built  in  1888.  Then  in  1939  the  present  mod- 
ern stone,  eight-room  parsonage  was  erected. 

In  all  these  buildings  there  seemed  to  have  been  a  will 
to  build  the  best  according  to  the  patterns  available  at 
the  time,  and  by  liberal  contribution  of  labor,  materials 
and  money  to  pay  as  they  built.  The  spirit  of  genuine 
toleration  was  shown,  not  only  in  sharing  her  building 
with  her  neighbor  congregation  of  another  faith,  but 
space  was  allowed  in  one  of  her  galleries  for  another  race 
until  they  could  provide  a  church  for  themselves. 

It  is  noteworthy  to  recall  that  Organ  felt  keenly  the 
need  of,  and  have  shown  unified  devotion  to  pastoral 
leadership.  She  held  herself  together  during  long  years  of 
waiting,  praying  earnestly  and  trying  desperately  to  se- 
cure a  leader,  until  in  1772,  she,  in  cooperation  with  her 
neighbor,  St.  John's  of  Cabarrus,  sent  two  laymen  on 
horse-back  to  Charleston  where  they  took  a  boat  to  Europe 
where  they  secured  both  pastor  and  school  teacher.  Since 


that  time,  the  aggregate  period  of  vacancy  has  been  two 
years  and  eight  months.  She  has  sent  five  of  her  sons  into 
the  Gospel  ministry. 

Organ  has  been  a  missionary  church  in  the  truest  sense. 
She  gave  of  her  pastor's  time  and  supplied  the  necessary 
funds  for  them  to  travel  in  their  then  meager  way 
throughout  the  counties  west,  into  Tennessee,  Kentucky, 
Ohio,  and  as  far  west  as  Hillsboro,  111.  All  along  those 
tiresome  journeys  they  preached,  catechised  and  organ- 
ized congregations. 

Education  and  especially  under  Christian  influence  has 
been  her  deep  concern.  Her  houses  of  worship  have  been 
given  to  school  uses.  There  must  be  not  only  a  pastor  but 
a  school  teacher  as  well.  The  first  committee  meeting  to 
consider  the  possibility  of  establishing  a  school  of  higher 
learning  for  boys  and  young  men  was  held  in  this  church. 
Out  of  this  movement  came  Western  North  Carolina 
Male  Academy,  afterwards  moved  to  Mt.  Pleasant  under 
the  name  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Collegiate  Institute.  Which 
institution  served  long  and  well  the  church  until  merged 
with  Lenoir  Rhyne  College.  She  took  an  active  part  in 
establishing  an  institution  to  prepare  young  men  for  the 
ministry,  which  has  resulted  in  the  splendid  Southern 
Lutheran  Theological  Seminary. 

Her  interest  in  church  music  was  brought  out  in  her 
early  history  when  one  of  her  consecrated  laymen  built 
by  hand  the  first  pipe  organ  in  North  Carolina  about 
1786  and  later  rebuilt  it  to  suit  the  space  in  the  gallery 
of  the  present  church.  It  served  long  and  well,  but  has 
sometime,  unwisely,  been  discarded.  As  also  the  gobular 
pulpit. 

In  confession  and  practice,  Organ  has  adhered  to  the 
teachings  of  God's  word  and  the  best  Lutheran  tradition. 
Her  first  constitution  in  spirit  compares  favorably  with 
the  most  exacting  of  modern  times.  None  but  duly  quali- 


fied  were  to  preach  in  her  pulpit.  Only  those  with  six 
weeks  of  catechetical  training  were  confirmed  at  her 
altar.  Her  rules  of  discipline  were  amazingly  strict.  Young 
couples  were  to  be  married  by  her  pastors.  Children  for 
baptism  must  be  presented  by  qualified  sponsors  and  faith- 
ful record  thereof  kept.  According  to  these  records,  4,43  5 
children  have  been  baptized  since  1789. 

This  congregation  showed  an  early  interest  in  the  gen- 
eral work  of  the  church  and  felt  keenly  the  need  of  band- 
ing together  with  others  for  the  highest  good  of  the  king- 
dom. Manner  of  travel  made  it  inconvenient  to  continue 
the  journeys  north,  so  she,  together  with  others,  came  to- 
gether in  Salisbury  in  1803  and  organized  the  North  Caro- 
lina Synod.  She  being  the  oldest  congregation  in  the  group 
and  doubtless  the  most  influential,  her  second  pastor,  Rev. 
Godfriend  Arends  became  its  first  president.  In  this  con- 
nection it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  twenty  young  people 
came  from  down  Brinkle  Ferry  road  a  little  later  for 
catechization  and  confirmation  at  Organ.  They  went  back 
and  became  the  nucleus  of  St.  Matthew's  congregation 
that  gave  us  the  first  and  only  president  of  the  United 
Lutheran  Synod  of  North  Carolina  in  the  person  of  our 
worthy  and  reverend  Dr.  J.  L.  Morgan.  Also  at  Organ 
Church  in  the  year  1862  certain  resolutions  were  passed 
that  brought  about  the  organization  of  the  United  Synod 
South. 

The  guidance  of  Almighty  God  and  the  spirit  manifest 
in  the  above  stated  facts  have  enabled  Organ  Church  to 
survive  the  vicissitudes  of  the  years,  the  withdrawal  of 
group  after  group  in  the  formation  of  most  of  the  con- 
gregations in  Rowan  County,  and  steady  flow  of  members 
to  the  towns  and  cities  around  about.  Her  spirit  of  former 
years  still  lives  and  under  God  she  will  live  to  the  accomp- 
lishment of  even  greater  service  in  the  years  ahead. 

O.  W.  Aderholdt,  Pastor. 

s 


Former  Pastors 

Rev.  Adolphus  Nussmann 1773-1774 

Rev.  Gottfried  Arndt 1775-1785 

Rev.   Adolphus  Nussmann 178  5-1787 

Rev.  C.  A.  G.  Storch 1788-1823 

Rev.  Daniel  Sherer 1823-1829 

Rev.  Jacob  Kaempfer 1829-1832 

Rev.  Henry  Graeber 1832-1843 

Rev.   Sam  Rothrock 1844-1866 

Rev.  W.  H.  Cone 1866-1866 

Rev.  William  Artz 1866-1867 

Rev.   Sam  Rothrock 1867-1869 

Rev.  S.  Sherer 1869-1870 

Rev.  W.  H.  Cone 1870-1873 

Rev.  W.  R.  Ketchie 1873-1874 

Rev.  P.  A.  Stroble 1874-1875 

Rev.   Sam  Rothrock 1876-1886 

Rev.  W.  R.  Brown 1886-1894 

Rev.  Geo.  H.  Cox 1894-1904 

Rev.  C.  A.  Brown 1904-1907 

Rev.  H.  A.  Trexler 1908-1913 

Rev.  R.  R.  Sowers 1914-1918 

Rev.  L.  L.  Lohr 1918-1919 

Rev.  M.  L.  Ridenhour 1919-1922 

Rev.  Paul  Miller 1922-1936 

Rev.  O.  W.  Aderholdt 1936- 
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